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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 
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Disposition of Claims 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-2,6,14-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Graunke et al.(US 
5,991,399). 

Claim 6: Graunke disclose a portable recording medium storing an encrypted content to be played 
by a playback device using a decryption key acquired from a management device in (fig.2 and col.4,lines 
24-31). Graunke disclose the management device holds the decryption key of the encrypted content and 
the recording medium stores the encrypted content encrypted using an encryption key and a key request 
program for requesting the management device for the decryption key in (col.4,lines 30-51 and fig.2). 

Claim 14: Graunke disclose a portable recording medium storing an encrypted content to be 
played by a playback device using a decryption key acquired from a management device in (fig.2 and 
col.4,lines 24-3 1). Graunke disclose the recording medium stores the encrypted content encrypted using 
an encryption key, and a key request program for requesting the management device for the decryption 
key in (fig.2 and col.6,lines 30-35). Graunke disclose the playback device reads from the recording 
medium and executes the key request program and on receipt of the decryption key from the management 
device reads from the recording medium and decrypts the encrypted content and plays the decrypted 
content in (col.4,lines 25-55). 

Claims 1,15-17: Graunke disclose a management device which holds a decryption key for 
decrypting an encrypted content in correspondence with disclosure information showing whether 
disclosure of the encrypted content is permitted and a portable recording medium which stores the 
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encrypted content and a key request program for requesting the management device for the decryption 
key in (fig.2 and col.4,lines 30-40,50-55). Graunke disclose reading from the recoding medium and 
executing the key request program;referring to the disclosure information and judging when a request is 
received from a playback device whether disclosure of the encrypted content is permitted and transferring 
the decryption key to the playback device if judged that the disclosure is permitted in (col.3,lines 53- 
64;col.4,lines 30-35). Graunke disclose receiving the decryption key from the management device, 
reading from the recording medium and decrypting the encrypted content using the decryption key and 
playing the decrypted content in (col.4,lines 48-61 and fig.2). 

Claim 2: Graunke disclose management device stores, as disclosure information, period 
information showing at least one of a disclosure start date and a disclosure end date, and judges whether 
disclosure of the content is permitted according to the period information in (col.7,lines 1-15). 

Claim 18: Graunke disclose a key request program executing unit operable to read from the 
recording medium and execute the key request program and a key receiving unit operable to receive the 
decryption key from the management device in (col.3,lines 53-64 and fig.2). Graunke disclose a content 
reading unit operable to read the encrypted content from the recording medium and a playback unit 
operable to decrypt the encrypted content using the decryption key and playback the decrypted content in 
(col.4,lines 50-62). Graunke disclose the recording medium stores the encrypted content encrypted using 
an encryption key, and a key request program for requesting program for requesting the management 
device for the decryption key in (col.4,lines 30-34,48-55). Graunke disclose the playback device reads 
from the recording medium and executes the key request. And on receipt of the decryption key from the 
management device, reads from the recording medium and decrypts the encrypted content and plays the 
decrypted content in (fig.2 and col.3,lines 53-67). 

Claim 19: Graunke disclose key request program authenticates a user in (col.6,lines 46-55). 
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Claim 20: Graunke disclose recording medium having the key request program and the encrypted 
content is a compact disk in (col.6,lines 30-35). 

Claim 2 1 : Graunke disclose recording medium having the key request program and the encrypted 
content is a DVD in (col.6,lines 30-35). 

Claim 22: Graunke disclose management device determines if a key requested by the key request 
program should be sent to the content reading unit using based on one or more criteria in (col.4,lines 48- 
59). 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1,6,14-18 recite " the recording medium" it is unclear whether "the recording medium" 
refers to a portable recording medium. Appropriate correction is required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3-5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable 
if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

Response to Applicant's Arguments 
Previous grounds of rejections based on the Novak (US 6,865,555) have been withdrawn in view 
of applicant's arguments filed 1/9/07. However, newly discovered prior art has necessitated new grounds 
of rejection. See new rejections above. 

USPTO Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to HOSUK SONG whose telephone number is 5712723857. The examiner can normally be 
reached on mon-fri. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, KIM 
VU can be reached on 5712723859. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (ESF USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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